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THE SOLAR SYSTEM 

Mercury �± Reaches Superior Conjunction on the 7th, it moves quickly out 

�R�I���W�K�H���6�X�Q�¶�V���J�O�R�Z���L�Q�W�R���W�K�H���H�Y�H�Q�L�Q�J���W�Z�L�O�L�J�K�W�����,�W���Z�L�O�O���E�H���Y�L�V�L�E�O�H���L�Q���W�K�H���Z�H�V�W���D�V��
a -1 magnitude star low down in the western sky from the middle of the 

month. It remains visible right until the end of the month making this a very 

easy apparition , so should be easy to spot. 

Venus ï Easily visible in the western sky just after sunset at a brilliant 

magnitude  -4. Through a telescope the phase is now approaching a half. 

Mars ï Moving retrograde back towards Leo and getting a lot brighter as it 

is reaches opposition the first week in March. At magnitude -1.2 is should  

indeed look very red as the God of War should. The disk will now be a bit 

�E�L�J�J�H�U���D�W���Q�H�D�U�O�\�������´���R�I���D�U�F���D�Q�G���I�H�D�W�X�U�H�V���V�K�R�X�O�G���E�H���D���O�L�W�W�O�H���H�D�V�L�H�U���W�R���V�H�H�����7�K�H��
easiest features to see are the polar cap and Syrtis Major, which shows as a 

large dark triangular shape. 

Jupiter ï Still big and bright at magnitude -2.2 and visible over in the 

�Z�H�V�W�H�U�Q���V�N�\���D�I�W�H�U���G�D�U�N�����6�O�R�Z�O�\���P�R�Y�L�Q�J���L�Q�W�R���W�K�H���6�X�Q�¶�V���J�O�D�U�H�����V�R���P�D�N�H���W�K�H��
most of observing this fascinating gas giant while it lasts. 

Saturn �± Moving slowly through Virgo this month and at its highest in the 

early hours of the morning. The planets disk is tilted about 15 degrees 

towards Earth making detail easier to see in the rings, especially towards 

the edge.  

Uranus & Neptune ï Too low to be seen this month. 

Comet C/2009 P1 (Garradd) �± Still easily visible in modest scopes, this 

bright comet is still moving northwards through Hercules throughout the 

month. Being such a large comet and quite a distance away it will keep 

fairly bright, but should now be starting to slowly fade. Is close to the bright 

globular cluster M92 at the beginning of the month. (See Map next page). 

 

High overhead the faint constellation of Lynx stretches between Ursa Major and Auriga. 

Gemini and the bright stars Castor and Pollux are very high in the south. Below the 

heavenly Twins lies the bright star Procyon in Canis Minor. Cancer is also fairly high with 

Leo not far behind. The Sickle of Leo (looking like a backwards question mark) is very 

distinct. In the western sky we are losing Andromeda and Pisces. Just below Cancer and 

its associated Beehive Star Cluster, the Hydra snakes down towards  the south eastern 

horizon. Towards the North Deneb lies very close to the horizon. In the eastern sky 

Arcturus has now risen.  Not far away Coma Berenices and Virgo, with their vast 

collection of galaxies, are also coming into view. This month also ends on a high with a 

nice line of three planets in the western sky just after sunset, Jupiter, Venus and Mercury, 

with the Moon also joining in the fun. Algol - fades from its usual magnitude of 2.1 to 3.4 

at the following times: 12th 3.8h, 15th 0.6h, 17th 21.4h. 

Full �± 7th. 

Last Qtr. �± 14th. 

New �± 1st.  

There is no 1st Quarter 

Moon this month. 

As an aid to their identification,  

the Moon will be close to: 
 

The Pleiades on the 1st. 

Mars on the 10th. 

Saturn on the 13th. 

Venus on the 25th. 

Jupiter on the 26th & 27th. 
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