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High overheadhe faint constellationof Lynx stretchesdbetweenUrsaMajor and Auriga.

Gemini and the bright stars Castorand Pollux are very high in the south Below the
heavenlyTwins lies the bright starProcyonin CanisMinor. Cancetis alsofairly high with

Leo not far behind The Sickle of Leo (looking like a backwardsquestionmark) is very
distinct In the westernsky we arelosing Andromedaand Pisces Justbelow Cancerand
its associatedBeehiveStar Cluster, the Hydra snakesdown towards the south eastern
horizon Towardsthe North Deneb lies very closeto the horizon In the easternsky
Arcturus has now risen Not far away Coma Berenicesand Virgo, with their vast
collectionof galaxies,arealsocominginto view. This monthalsoendson a high with a
nice line of threeplanetsin the westernsky just after sunset Jupiter,VenusandMercury,
with the Moon alsojoining in thefun. Algol - fadesfrom its usualmagnitudeof 2.1 to 3.4

atthefollowing times 12 3.8h, 15" 0.6h, 17" 21.4h.

THE MOON

Full +7t,

Last Qtr. £14™,

New #1st

There is no $Quarter
Moon this month.

As an aid to their identification,
the Moon will be close to:

ThePleiades on thest
Mars on the 10.

Saturn on the '3
Venus on the 25
Jupiter on the 26& 271,

THE SOLAR SYSTEM

Mercury *Reaches Superior Conjunction on tffe it moves quickly out
RI WKH 6XQTV JORZ LQWR WKH HYHQLQJ W
a-1 magnitude star low down in the western sky from the middle of the
month. It remains visible right until the end of the month making this a
easy apparition , so should be easy to spot.

Venusi Easily visible in the western sky just after sunset at a brilliant
magnitude-4. Through a telescope the phase is now approaching a h
Mars i Moving retrograde back towards Leo and getting a lot brighter
is reaches opposition the first week in March. At magnitdd2is should
indeed look very red as the God of War should. The disk will now be a
ELJJHU DW QHDUO\ ~ RI DUF DQG IHDWXU
easiest features to see are the polar cagsgrits Major, which shows as a
large dark triangular shape.

Jupiter 1 Still big and brightat magnitude2.2 and visible over in the
ZHVWHUQ VN\ DIWHU GDUN 60ORZO\ PRYLQ
most of observing this fascinating gas giant while it lasts.

Saturn +Moving slowly through Virgo this month and at its highest in th
early hours of the morning. The planets disk is tilted about 15 degrees
towards Earth making detail easier to see in the rings, especially towar
the edge.

Uranus & Neptunei Too low to be seen this month.

CometC/2009 P1 (Garradd) £Still easily visible in modest scopes, this
bright comet is still moving northwards through Hercules throughout th
month. Being such a large comet and quite a distance away it will keef
fairly bright, but should now be starting stowly fade. Is close to the brigh
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globular cluster M92 at the beginning of the month. (See Map next pag

For the latest news and detailed graphics visit:
www.eagleseye.me.uk
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