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The Whole Sky. 

 

15th April 2012  

 

22:00h  



Looking to the Zenith 

 

Up overhead. 

 

15th April 2012  

 

22:00h  



Looking South. 

 

Constellations at 

Culmination. 
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22:00h  



Looking West. 

 

Constellations 

setting. 

 

15th April 2012  

 

22:00h  



Looking North. 

 

Circumpolar 

Constellations. 

 

15th April 2012  

 

22:00h  



Looking East. 

 

Up and coming 

constellations. 

 

15th April 2012  

 

22:00h  



The Stars. 
Algol – The Demon Star 

 

Visible all night and quite high 

in the sky, this bright variable 

star is fairly easy to follow with 

the naked eye, or binoculars 

when it fades from it’s usual 

magnitude of 2.1 to 3.4 at the 

following times this month: 

 

Now very low after dark. 

Algol 



The Moon 

 

6th  -  Full. 

 

13th – Last Quarter. 

 

21st - New.  

 

29th –  1st Quarter. 

 

As an aid to identification, the Moon will be close to: 

Saturn on the 7th & 8th. 

Antares on the 10th. 

Venus on the  24th & 25th 

Mars on the 30th. 



Moon Close to  Saturn on the 7th. 

Southern Sky – 02.00. 



Moon Close to  Saturn on the 8th. 

Southern Sky – 02.00. 



Moon Close to Antares on the 10th.. 

Western Sky – 20.00. 

Antares 



Moon Close to Venus on the 24th.  

Western sky – 21.00 . 



Moon Close to Venus on the 25th.  

Western sky – 21.00 . 



Moon Close to Mars on the 30th. 

Southern Sky – 22.00 



Thin Crescent Moon. 

In the Western sky after sunset. 

23rd April 21:00 



Thin Crescent Moon. 

In the Western sky after sunset. 

23rd April 21:00 



Mercury 

Peeks into the morning sky, reaching greatest elongation of 27degrees on the 18th It will 

(just) be visible in the eastern twilight before sunrise.  

18th April 06:42. 

For safety’s sake, please do not look for the planet after the Sun has risen. 

Mercury 



Venus. 

Now starting to slowly creep back into the Sun’s glare. It will get bigger and brighter as 

the distance from Earth decreases, taking on a distinct gibbous phase. It lies very close 

to The Pleiades star cluster on the evening of the 3rd. 

View towards the west  3rd. April. 20:30. 

 

Telescopic View of Venus 



Venus. 

Now starting to slowly creep back into the Sun’s glare. It will get bigger and brighter as 

the distance from Earth decreases, taking on a distinct crescent phase. It lies very close 

to The Pleiades star cluster on the evening of the 3rd. 

View towards the west  3rd. April. 20:30. 

 



Venus. 

Now starting to slowly creep back into the Sun’s glare. It will get bigger and brighter as 

the distance from Earth decreases, taking on a distinct crescent phase. It lies very close 

to The Pleiades star cluster on the evening of the 3rd. 

View towards the west  3rd. April. 20:30. 

 



Mars. 

Now past opposition the apparent size of the Red Planet and the brightness of the 

Red Planet reduce rapidly. So make the most of this fleeting favourable opposition. 

Visible below the body of Leo. At its highest at about 10:00pm in the South. 

 

15th April 22:00. 

Telescopic View of Mars 



Jupiter 

Visible low in the evening sky after sunset, but rapidly moves into the twilight and 

will be virtually lost in the unôs glare by the end of the month. 

Western Sky 1st April. 20:30 

Telescopic View of  Jupiter 



Saturn 

The ringed planet reaches opposition on the 15th, close to Spica in Virgo. The rings 

are tilted towards Earth by about 15 degrees, making the planet a spectacular sight 

even in a small telescope. 

Southern Sky ,15th April 02h. 

 

Telescopic View of  Saturn 



Uranus & Neptune.  

 

Both planets are hidden in the bright twilight this month.  



Comet Garradd (C/2009 P1). 

Still holding its brightness quite well, with its tail flaring out in opposite directions.  

This month it passes through the front part of Ursa Major, close to the Bears paws. 

We should be able to follow this comet until at least the end of May, when it will be in 

Cancer the Crab. 



Supernova 2012aw in Messier 95. 

A supernova has been discovered in the galaxy M95 in Leo.  

It is currently at about magnitude 13, so will require  

at least an 8ò telescope to identify visually. 



The ISS in April 

The International Space Station will be visible: 

 

 

In the morning sky until the 7th of the month. 

 

It will then be visible in the evening sky from the 

10th until the 27th of the month.  

 

See http://www.heavens-above.com for the most up to date timings. 

 

www.CalSky.com for ISS Solar and Lunar Transit predictions. 

http://www.heavens-above.com/
http://www.heavens-above.com/
http://www.heavens-above.com/
http://www.calsky.com/


April Lyrids 

 

The April Lyrids are at maximum on the 22nd.  With a maximum rate of 10 per 

hour and the Moon well out of the way, it could be good show. 
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